PREFACE

TO

THE SECOND EDITION

In preparing the second edition of this work for the press, no
change has been made in the method of treating the subject
matter, and but little in ^he details of those substances that
were dealt with in the\ first edition, with the exception of the
chapter on the Fibres which, with the valuable assistance -of
Miss Agnes Borrowman, has been carefully revised.
Several additions have, however, been made. Saffron has
been introduced as an example of part of a'flower, almond as
type of the oily seeds now much used as alimentary substances,
and fennel fruit as a type of umbelliferous" fruits. Liquorice,
gentian, and calumba have been added to the section dealing
with the roots ; the first two are largely used in the powdered
state and are frequently adulterated; calumba is an example
of a fleshy root exhibiting certain well-marked characters.
A chapter has also been added on the more commonly
recurring adulterants of powdered foods and drugs. While it
is often true that, as soon as a novel method of sophistication
has been exposed, its use is abandoned, nevertheless several
adulterants appear to be in more or less constant use, and
it was considered desirable to introduce these to the notice of
the student. Finally, a brief general scheme of examination
has been appended, which may prove useful in the investigation
of an unknown powder.
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